November 2, 2018
Caitlin Lashbrook
EDR
274 North Goodman Street
Rochester, NY 14607
Re: Canisteo Wind Farm Transmission Line
County: Steuben Town/City: Canisteo, Hornellsville, Jasper
Dear Ms. Lashbrook:
In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage
Program database with respect to the above project.
Enclosed is a report of rare or state-listed animals and plants, and significant natural
communities that our database indicates occur in the vicinity of the project site.
For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed
report only includes records from our database. We cannot provide a definitive statement as
to the presence or absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural
communities. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site,
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess
impacts on biological resources.
Our database is continually growing as records are added and updated. If this proposed
project is still under development one year from now, we recommend that you contact us
again so that we may update this response with the most current information.
The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in
this project requiring additional review or permit conditions. For further guidance, and for
information regarding other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas
or activities (e.g., regulated wetlands), please contact the NYS DEC Region 8 Office, Division
of Environmental Permits, as listed at www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html.
Sincerely,
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Colleen Lutz
Assistant Biologist
New York Natural Heritage Program

New York Natural Heritage Program

Report on State-listed Animals

The following state-listed animals have been documented
at the project site.
The following list includes animals that are listed by NYS as Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern;
and/or that are federally listed or are candidates for federal listing.
For information about any permit considerations for the project, contact the NYSDEC Region 8 Office,
Division of Environmental Permits, at dep.r8@dec.ny.gov.
A listing of Regional Offices is at http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/558.html.
The following species have been documented at the project site.
COMMON NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Northern Harrier

Circus hudsonius

NY STATE LISTING

FEDERAL LISTING

Threatened

12720

Breeding

This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database.
If any rare plants or animals are documented during site visits, we request that information on the observations be provided to the New
York Natural Heritage Program so that we may update our database.

Information about many of the listed animals in New York, including habitat, biology, identification,
conservation, and management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at
www.guides.nynhp.org, and from NYSDEC at www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html.

11/2/2018

Page 1 of 1

Report on Rare Animals, Rare Plants, and
Significant Natural Communities

New York Natural Heritage Program

The following rare animals have been documented in the vicinity of the project site.
We recommend that potential impacts of the proposed project on these species or communities be addressed as
part of any environmental assessment or review conducted as part of the planning, permitting and approval
process, such as reviews conducted under SEQR. Field surveys of the project site may be necessary to
determine the status of a species at the site, particularly for sites that are currently undeveloped and may still
contain suitable habitat. Final requirements of the project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential impacts are
determined by the lead permitting agency or the government body approving the project.
The following animals, while not listed by New York State as Endangered or Threatened, are rare in New York and
are of conservation concern.

COMMON NAME

Longtail Salamander

SCIENTIFIC NAME

NY STATE LISTING

Eurycea longicauda

Special Concern

HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUS

Imperiled in NYS

Canisteo River Valley, 0.3 mile east of the project, 2009-08-26: The salamanders were found in a floodplain forest of
box elder, cottonwood, willow, and ash in deep, silty, alluvial soils with old channels, depressions, spring seeps, and
semi-permanent oxbow pools. The forest is fairly open with a dense herbaceous cover of ostrich fern, skunk cabbage,
jewelweed, sweetflag, milkweed, grasses, sedges, cattails, pickerelweed, and weeds. The wandering river has left large
areas of treeless gravel barrens and riverside meadows. There are abundant woody debris, driftwood,and drift piles.
Millipedes are also present.
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This report only includes records from the NY Natural Heritage database. For most sites, comprehensive field
surveys have not been conducted, and we cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or absence of
all rare or state-listed species. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site,
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess impacts on biological
resources.
If any rare plants or animals are documented during site visits, we request that information on the observations be provided to the New
York Natural Heritage Program so that we may update our database.
Information about many of the rare animals and plants in New York, including habitat, biology, identification, conservation, and
management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at www.guides.nynhp.org, from NatureServe Explorer at
www.natureserve.org/explorer, and from USDA’s Plants Database at http://plants.usda.gov/index.html (for plants).

11/2/2018

Page 1 of 1

